MATTHEW 25:14-30
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.’";_-i?? ?’; “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summaoneao
¥ % his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one R
ZAl he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 2 f
B = cach according to his ability. Then he went away. The (8
281 one who had received the five talents went off at once
and traded with them, and made five more talents. In
the same way, the one who had the two talents made

two more talents. But the one who had received the
il one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and

B Nid his master's money. After a long time the master
of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.
Then the one who had received the five talents came

j forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master,
g you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made  F==8%
¥ five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, |
7= good and trustworthy slave; you have been
,,, trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of
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f- many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And
=3 the one with the two talents also came forward,
* = saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents;
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5. A& see, | have made two more talents.” His master said to
;-j;- ' him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you I
f‘ ’ - been trustv\/orthy N a fevv things | will put you in marge
S § fyour master.’ Then
T talent also came
*‘“ H forvvard saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh
¥} man, reaping where you did not sow, and gatr
A48 | where you did not scatter seed; so | was afraid, ar
g & went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you
> FGERE yours." But his master replied, 'You wicked a
lazy slave! You knew, did you, that | reap where | dic
sow, and gather where | did not scatter? Then you
BIRE ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
& ond on my return | would have received what was my
B Own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give
it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who
nave, more will be given, and they will have an
| abundance; but from those who have nothing, ever
what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless
S\ave throw him into the outer darkness, where there

- vv|H be weeping and gnashing of teeth.




g ferent
B light. That is what fear does. It controls our thoughts,
- t clouds our judgement, and narrows our perspective.
8% Fear prevents us from taking any risk or responsibility
for ourselves. It tricks us into thinking tr
doing is ‘reasonable, when in fact, it really isn't.

That was the problem with the slave who had one

talent. In today's parable, we see him hide the talent &&=
his master gives him. When his master comes back, he [
explains why: ‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh =
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering |
where you did not scatter seed; so | was dafraid, and
| went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you

8 have what is yours.” (Matthew 25:24, 25). He was

afraid because he “knew” that his master was a harsh

=e=4 man.

| INn a way, we can sympathize with him. What he says
== sounds reasonable. It makes sense. So at first, it mi
2 be easy for us to simply take his words at f
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" But there is nothing in the parable that tells us that the
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naster was indeed a “harsh man”. If anything, we see
~&+ thatheis afair man. He gave each slave talents
"according to their ability”. Who can blame him for
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nat differentiated this slave with one talent from the
ners was that he was bound to his perception of the
ke the five foolish women in last week's
parable, it was his assumption that gave birth to his
fear. That fear led him to do what he thought was the

most reasonable’ thing at the time: hide the money in
RNl the ground. Back then, burying one’'s possession was
B Quite common. It was to protect your valuables from
B octting stolen. The slave was afraid that someone

would steal it. He was afraid to let go of what he hao
been given.

e SNt that what we do sometimes? Our assumptions
“a apout life shapes the way we look at what we have. We
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£ec2 experience that life can be harsh and unfair. That
£ 22 makes us see what we have as something to be
| protected and kept ‘safe’, rather than something to be
ﬁ shared and enjoyed. We not only do it with our
o8 10ssessions, but with ourselves as well. We bury our




= '.‘_j’l: | don't want us to get stuck on looking at the word &

s 5 L f‘ﬂ?ﬁ

- ta\ent only in terms of money. I'd like us to look at it in g3 %
% teral sense; talent as a certain ‘ability, a ‘gift a Wl

v b“l’b
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nas. This parable serves as a basis for the same ﬁﬁ
N word. ‘

One of the ways that this pandemic has affected
at it has made us feel totally limited and power
ke we can't do anything meaningful. It's hard to
express ourselves to each other with masks on. We've
$I become even more fearful and insecure. The fact that e
@ e continue to see cases rising doesn't help. Toronto is [
B8 Now in the Red Zone, and we've scaled back on
gathering in-person for worship as a precaution. We
feel frustrated and stuck. We see that we are not able
# (0 make ourselves as ‘useful’ as we did before. I've been [
ﬂnding how easy it is for our mind to drift into dark and ,_,,\_.._3
“® negative places. It seems ‘easier’ and more ‘reasonable’ S&es
- ‘” { to simply resign to our current reality. To just let things £
‘5 be the way they are. To just narrow our focus to
ourse\ves and our immediate family and friends.
4 time like this, it seems like the best thingtodoist
bury our talents in the ground. But where does that
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f‘ L|fe ived out of fear remains small and the same. That

2R iswhat today's parable snows us. The one talentthat &
the slave buried remained one talent. His life stayed the g

4 Same Until the master returned. Nothing changed. #

¥ % There was no fruit to be enjoyed. In the end, even the

||tt\e he had was taken away and given to someone

& clse.

Yet the parable also shows us another kind of life.
Through the other slaves, it shows us a way to a better
lite. Life that grows and multiplies. Life that the slave

@l \vith one talent couldn't live. That is the lite of being
B faithful. Unlike the slave with one talent, the slaves that
received two and five talents were faithful with what
they were entrusted. The slave with one talent probably
| thought he was being faithful with his talent, but the
faithful ones were really the slaves with two and five
ta\ents They didn't think twice about what to do with
- 2 what they had. They didn't hold onto it tightly or hide it
| ‘in fear. This is what one of them did— The one who
i had received five talents_went off at once and
&4 traded with them... (Matthew 25:16). Right away he
vvent




SomeUmeS how people treat what they're given reveals

__ . a lot about who they are.
f‘ - theirs. Even though what t
the|rs the two slaves took care of the talents as if they
' were their ow

N. They didn't live with this fea

&3 what they had.

specially with what isn't
‘hey were given weren't reaHy Ao
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They were simply thankful. Their talents ﬁgﬁ

# % doubled because of it, and that brought joy not only to
S8 their master but to them as well.

We can look at this and say that it would've been much

easier to be the slaves wit
having more will make us
RNl cager to invest. [t see
B8 the one talent. But is

B {rying t0 snow Us?
One talent, on its own, was sti

sustain you fo
f talent sudder

and five talents.

y l00Ks
it ma

N two and five talents. Li
feel more confident anc
ms like it would suck to have just
that really what this parable is

hat having more is the way to go?
ot — enough to
~a couple of years. Yet for us, that one
meagre—when it's besi

C

e two

kes us feel like we don't

-

Nave

enough Besides, the slave with two talents did not

Shovv envy or
Perhaps the s

jealousy

o aves with two anc
g 5 with one talent at some point.

toward the one with Tive.
five talents started




were faithful to however many talents they had, they
experienced their life grow and multiply over time.

& Being faithful is an underrated quality. We'd rather be
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ective, and skilled. People see and recogni
that a \ot more. Being faithful seems to go unnoticec

most of the time. That's why it's harder to be faithful.

| We wonder if what we do has any value. But w

iant, but to be fait
ves fully and consistently,

deswes IS Not for us to be bri

r~

Being faithful is to give ourse
N all circumstances.

nat is how God establishes God's kingdom on earth.

nrough faithfulness. Kingdom of God (or heaven) is

#8 NOt an abstract theory — of some utopian dream we
wait for, passively. The kingdom of God is what God

orings about through the fait
| here and now. It is a new rea

r
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ity. SO God equips all of

with different talents and gifts. All for a common goal.

dlness of God's people,

“a |natiswhy to compare ourselves to someone else is a

. ¥ waste of time and energy!
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¥ God has entrusted us with our
4 lend our talents freely for God’

ta\ents S the same as giving ourselves. [t doesnt matter §

gifts to be faithful. To

> good will. - Lending our




nether we have one, two, for five talents—the point is, %%
nat we have is enougn. |

A ne end of service today, we wi
- “B of the elder election. When | first heard that Grace .
accepted her call, | was quite encouraged. Yes, the idea |4
¥ of being a “spiritual leader” of a community can be e
daunting and overwhelming at first. But what God
1 \ants is not effectiveness, but faithfulness. Isn't that
gl \what our elders’ reflections showed? There was the
struggle with that fear of not being enough, but comi
to overcome that fear in faith to serve God's people.
the kind of fear | still struggle with in ministry. Of not
@l Deing enough. It never really goes away. But I'm
B reminded each time to be faithful to the process, not so &
much to the outcome. i

| But being faithful with our talents is not limited just to
e Ministers and elders. We often think that kind of call is
reserved for a special few. This is not true. We are all
- called to be taithful. Ministry is not the priesthood of
222 ‘few believers. Ministry is the priesthood of ‘all
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pray for our community on Wednesday evenings? V\/hat
- = would our community be without your presence eacn
| vveek here, in-person and online?

ﬁ

Faﬁhfu\ness may often go unnoticed, but it is what

generates energy. Faithfulness is what gives us
k encouragement and hope—especially in times of
| > chal\enges and uncertainties.

You may have noticed that the sermon titles for the
hast few weeks have been “Be [something]”; Be Happy, ffse
3e Filled, and Be Prepared. | don't think this is a mere Sl
coincidence.  wondered if perhaps the key to a life of
being happy, filled, and prepared is being faithful.
| Being faithful to meditating on God's Word; being
faithful to giving our thanks to God; being faithful to
asking for God's help and strength. Faithful lite is what
} spiritual life is.

t us not live in fear or be discouraged by our
tion. Our fight against this pandemic is not justa = &5
%% fight against the virus, itis a fight against ourselves. Let | :
| us ask God for strength to overcome our fears. To not S
&4 be bound to our own thoughts and assumptions; to

e open our eyes so that we can broaden our horizons




i and clearly see that we are enough for God. Fear only

el Bt S more rigid and want to be in control; we can /8
f‘ never let go. Gratitude makes us confident and free to M
e o t ourselves in God. One makes our hands close &3
tight, the other open and available.

8 | was reminded of what St. Therese of Lisieux once Sa|d -7

# @8 "To the right and to the left, | throw to my little birds the

good orain that God places in my hands. And then | let ¥ j
things take their course! | busy myself with it no more.
Sometimes, it's just as though | had thrown nothing; at

g8l other times, it does some good. But God tells me: ‘Give,
B oive always, without being concerned with the results.”

What a beautiful picture that is! Simple faithfulness to
feeding the grain to the birds. Not out of obligation, but
§ out of freedom. Her hands were always open to receive [
and to give. Let us live a faithful life. Life of giving, not &
2 burymg our talents. Life of being faithful is a simple, yet
- ' profound life. Itis a blessed life. Life of being faithful
E-2% opens our eyes to God's power that is at work in our
| midst. In this time of uncertainty and waiting, | pray that
ﬁ we will live a faithful life—with God's help. That we wil
o2 o God's faithful people and community.




